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4) For the purposes set out in Article 2, the activities of the Community shall include, as provided in
this Treaty and in accordance with the timetable set out therein: ..... (b) a common commercial
policy; (Treaty Establishing the European Community, Article 3:1)

5) By establishing a customs union between themselves Member States aim to contribute, in the
common interest, to the harmonious development of world trade, the progressive abolition of
restrictions on international trade and the lowering of customs barriers. The common commercial
policy shall take into account the favourable effect which the abolition of customs duties between
Member States may have on the increase in the competitive strength of undertakings in those
States. (Treaty Establishing the European Community, Article 131)
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8) Where agreements with one or more States or international organizations need to be negotiated, the
Commission shall make recommendations to the Council, which shall authorize the Commission to
open the necessary negotiations. The Council and the Commission shall be responsible for ensuring
that the agreements negotiated are compatible with internal Community policies and rules. The
Commission shall conduct these negotiations in consultation with a special committee appointed by
the Council to assist the Commission in this task and within the framework of such directives as the
Council may issue to it. The Commission shall report regularly to the special committee on the
progress of negotiations...(133% 3%)
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